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He thus finished, and received a general clap from
the whole company. Then the gentleman of the house
told him he was sorry for what had happened; that
he could not accuse him of any share in it: that the
verses were, as himself had well observed, so bad that
he might easily answer them; and for the serpent, it
was undoubtedly a very great affront done him by the
dancing-master, for which, if he well thrashed him,
as he deserved, the gentleman said he should be very
much pleased to see it (in which probably he spoke
truth).
Adams answered that whoever had done it, it was
not his profession to punish him that way; but for
the person whom he had accused, u I am a witness,"
says he, " of his innocence; for I had my eye on him
all the while. Whoever he was, God forgive him, and
bestow on him a little more sense as well as humanity."
The captain answered with a surly look and accent
that he hoped he did not mean to reflect on him; he
had as much imanity1 as another, and if any man said
he had not, he would convince him of his mistake by
cutting his throat. Adams, smiling, said he believed
he had spoke right by accident. To which the captain
returned, "What do you mean by my speaking right?
If you was not a parson, I would not take these words;
but your gown protects you. If any man who wears a
sword had said so much, I had pulled him by the nose
before this." Adams replied that if he attempted any
rudeness to his person, he would not find any protection
for himself in his gown; and clenching his fist, declared
1 Humanity.